424 AGRICULTURE

A marketing system has been developed for distributing fresh fruit from the
specialized production areas to all parts of the country and a very large proportion
of the deciduous fruit consumed in Canada is domestically grown. Considerable
quantities of apples, strawberries and blueberries are exported annually. The
United States is the most important export market for Canadian fruit. The import
restrictions of the United Kingdom have greatly reduced exports of Canadian fruit
to that market in recent years. In most of the producing areas, and particularly
in the Annapolis Valley of Nova Scotia, the Niagara Peninsula of Ontario and the
Okanagan Valley of British Columbia, fruit-growing is the principal form of agri-
culture and its prosperity is of paramount importance to the economy of those
areas. Apples and small fruits are produced commercially in the four provinces
named, but tender tree fruits and commercial vineyards are limited to Ontario
and. British Columbia.

Canning and processing industries have developed in the fruit-growing districts
and, although the importance of the processing market varies with different fruits,
it provides a valuable outlet for substantial proportions of most Canadian-grown
fruit crops. Some canned fruits are exported.

30.—Estimated Commercial Production and Farm Value of Fruit, 1950-53
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1 Price to growers (to pickers in the case of blueberries) for unpacked fruit. 2 Excludes Quebec,
for which no estimate was made; yield reduced by frost to about one-third 1949 crop. ¢ Excludes
British Columbia.



